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Go abroad to deepen your understanding of religion
and human rights in the contemporary world!
The wheels of modern life are spinning fast, and our lives are filled both with opportunities and challenges. A semester at Stockholm School of Theology offers you the chance to explore a number of these,
particularly as they relate to religion in the public square, the place of baptism and the eucharist in the
modern church, the present situation for churches in Eastern Christianity, the necessary development
of biblical theology, and human rights for ethnic minorities. The questions dealt with include:
- which decisive moments have affected the emergence of biblical theology and what can be learned
from this?
- what meanings may baptism and the eucharist carry for believers in the 21st century?
- how have Eastern Christian Churches affected, and been affected by, political developments connected
to the fall of the Soviet Union and the Arabic spring?
- what do human rights mean for ethnic minorities in times of globalization and nationalism?

Each spring semester we offer a full-time program in English for which international students are
invited to apply. In particular, students from our international academic partners are invited.
The courses will be examined either at the master's level or at the bachelor's.

HOW TO APPLY?
Detailed information can be found on www.ths.se. For enquiries, contact the assistant director of studies Josef Forsling:
Phone: +46(0)8-564 357 16. Email: josef.forsling@ths.se. Read also www.studyinsweden.se.
Last day to complete the application is October 15th.

History of Eastern Christianity: The Church after the Soviet Union and the Arabic Spring,
7.5 Credits
The course provides a deeper understanding of the development of Eastern Christianity, with a special emphasis
on the development in the late twentieth century and the
early twenty-first. The course takes into account especially
how the fall of the Soviet Union and the Arabic Spring was
influenced by the eastern churches, and how it aﬀected them.
Furthermore, the course provides an introduction to methods
in church history with a particular emphasis on the historicalcritical methods, source criticism and archive research.

At the end of the course, the student is expected to:
• be able to describe the various Eastern Christian Churches
and their involvement in the political events
• display considerable insight in understanding how theology
may have an impact on political events
• demonstrate a thorough knowledge of the History of
Eastern Christianity after the fall of Constantinople to the
present day with particular emphasis on the development
after the fall of the USSR, the development associated with
the Arabic Spring, and the recent events in Ukraine
• display competence in handling key methodological issues
in church history and be able to make a critical analysis of a
source text.

The Rights of Indigenous Peoples and Ethnic Minorities, 7.5 Credits
This course addresses the human rights of indigenous
peoples and ethnic minorities, taking up contemporary
tensions such as religious, social and political conditions,
between national sovereignty and collective and individual
rights, as well as questions of identity. Significant emphasis
is placed on the arguments that have been asserted by
actual minority groups.

At the end of the course, the student is expected to:
• show a comprehensive understanding of how indigenous
peoples as well as the rights of ethnic and national minorities are defined in international law
• with good understanding of the theoretical framework
critically discuss how these rights relate to the nationstate and to democracy
• demonstrate independent thinking and competence in
undertaking research on indigenous peoples' relationship
to majority populations and cultural frameworks
• show a comprehensive understanding of the situation of
indigenous peoples in Scandinavia and the world.

The Theology of Baptism and Eucharist, 7.5 Credits
The Baptism and the Holy Communion occupy central
positions in many churches. Nevertheless, the individual
believer often has a vague idea of their meaning. What
meanings might baptism carry for believers in the 21st century? How does the Eucharist relate to contemporary social
and political challenges? The course highlights contemporary theological perspectives on Baptism- and Eucharist
liturgies from different churches and denominations and
relates them to the practices of the early church and their
biblical origins. Thus the course provides a foundation on
basis of which the student may shape her own notion of
their history as well as their contemporary significance.
Contemporary theological schools (such as liturgical theology, feminist theology, contemporary evangelical theology, post-metaphysical theology, etc.) as well as the liturgies
of various traditions will be analyzed and discussed.

At the end of the course, the student is expected to:
• demonstrate a general as well as an in-depth knowledge
of the historical background of the Christian Baptism and
Eucharist
• demonstrate ability to identify, describe and independently
formulate conclusions of how the Baptism and the Eucharist can relate to human living conditions in contemporary
culture
• from a Systematic-Theological perspective, show ability to
critically analyze possibilities and limitations of different
contemporary Baptism and Eucharist traditions
• demonstrate ability to independently formulate a constructive Systematic-Theological account of Baptism and/or
Eucharist theology.

Theology by Necessity. Change, Crisis and Development in Biblical Theology, 7.5 Credits
Biblical texts have often been occasioned by profound
theological crises. These in turn have a background in
historical events or processes that force different and more
appropriate theological constructions. This course analyzes
the mechanisms of change in such processes. The purpose
is to illustrate how a theology can result from a particular
situation, and how texts in such situations often change
both in scope and interpretation. The course covers a
number of examples where these mechanisms of change
have been particularly transformative in text and theology,
such as the exile and the absence of the temple, hellenistic
influence, the Roman occupation, Jesus' crucifixion, the
so-called delay of the parousia, and the growing gap between early Judaism and the early Christian movement. The
course also emphasizes the responsibility of the interpreter
in the light of these changes.

At the end of the course, the student is expected to:
• demonstrate profound knowledge of the historical crises
behind fundamental changes in the theology of biblical
texts and their interpretations
• demonstrate an ability to creatively and independently
formulate and discuss issues and tasks that contribute
to the understanding of how biblical texts have been
shaped
• demonstrate an ability to speak and write clearly about
and account for the relationship between social crises
and theological developments of biblical texts, and
discuss results in a national as well as in an international
group setting
• demonstrate an understanding of research in mechanisms of social change underlying the formation and
re-interpretation of religious texts and biblical texts in
particular, and demonstrate an ability to assess the theological and ethical implications of such research.

Stockholm School of Theology/Teologiska högskolan
Stockholm (THS) offers programs at both undergraduate
(bachelor's) and postgraduate (master's) levels in both
theology and human rights, as well as doctoral programs
in theology. THS is the major provider of religious and
human rights education in the Stockholm region.
THS is one of the country’s leading institutions for training
ministers for various denominations. Studies in human rights
provide tools to enable justice and to fight against various
forms of discrimination and oppression. THS is also active in
various parts of the world, supporting work towards democracy and peace.

Åkeshovsvägen 29, SE-168 39 Bromma, Sweden
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The university college has a unique study environment and
is one of the country’s most distinguished theological and
human rights institutions, where students from
various backgrounds, different faith traditions and
convictions meet.
Located in Bromma, a few kilometres from the center of
Stockholm and close to the Castle of Åkeshof and its nature
reserve, THS is a place for intensive study and reflection. In
addition, there are convenient connections to central Stockholm within a few minutes’ walk, via the Metro system.
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